
GOOLE CIVIC SOCIETY KICKS OFF TOWNõS  
200th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goole celebrates its 200th birthday this year and Goole Civic Society is going 
all out to ensure 2026 will be a year to remember. 
 
Bicentenary celebrations have been three years in the planning, with Civic Society 
treasurer Stephen Walker chairing the Goole 2026 Bicentenary Community 
Group. 
 
Celebrations got off to a flying start ð with the  
Civic Society unveiling a Blue Plaque to the Aire 
and Calder Navigation Company via Facebook at 
12.01 on 1st January. Goole was founded as a 
òcompany townó by the Company in 1826 to  
support its new docks and waterways network. 
 
The societyõs second event, ôGoole on Filmõ is a  
sell-out ahead of its showing at Junction Goole  
theatre on 24th January. Over several months the  
society secured copyright to show films featuring 
Goole from Pathe News, the Yorkshire Film Archive 
and private collections. 
 
It also commissioned two special projects for the 
event - Gooleõs community choir were commissioned 
to record a version of Gooleõs 1926 Centenary 
Song, Advance! Goole, and local film producer 
Joshua Daniels produced an aerial history by drone 
of the Knottingley-Goole Canal. Funding was  
secured by an application to the Goole Fields Wind 
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Farm Community Fund. Although the society had anticipated ôGoole on Filmõ 
would be popular, it had not expected the £2 tickets to be snapped up  
before the posters had gone out!  
 
Throughout 2026 the society will be delivering a host of other bicentenary 
projects, including a childrenõs pictorial history book to be presented to all the 
townõs schoolchildren, a pop-up Goole 200 Timeline exhibition, a permanent 
heritage trail around the old town, a pop-up heritage shop, the Big Goole 
Treasure Hunt, Hobbies Exhibition, Civic Awards and a community cookery 
book. 
 
After the success of the societyõs Salt and Pepper Pots, made in the shape of 
Gooleõs iconic water towers, it has commissioned souvenir money boxes  
inspired by Gooleõs Clocktower, built to commemorate the 1926 Centenary.  
These will go on sale later this month adding to the societyõs collection of 
Goole 2026 souvenirs, including mugs, limited edition prints, a calendar and 
pin badges. They are available from Goole Civic Societyõs online shop 
https://goole-civic-society.sumupstore.com/ 
 
From 17th-19th July, the whole town will come together under the Goole 2026 
Community Group banner for a special Bicentenary Weekend, which will  
feature a flotilla arriving down Aire and Calder Navigation, pop-up theatre, 
music, entertainment and activities showcasing Gooleõs thriving voluntary  
sector. 
 
We hope to see some of you for our Bicentenary celebrations and are looking 
forward to welcoming you all in Goole for the YHACS Autumn Quarterly 
Meeting. 
 

Margaret Hicks-Clarke, 
Chair, Goole Civic Society 

 
 

LEEDS CIVIC TRUST CELEBRATES ITS 60TH BIRTHDAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leeds Civic Trust was founded in 1965 when a certain Charles Crabtree, a 
local printer, supported the establishment of Leeds Civic Trust with a sum 
of £50,000.  
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The prototype for the Goole 
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To put this in context, you would need Ã1.25 million in todayõs money to  
purchase the same goods and services. Reading the newspaper clippings in our 
archive, Mr Crabtree sound like a bit of a professional Yorkshireman ð he was 
unhappy with the brutalist buildings being erected (òconcrete blocks with holes 
inó) and called for the construction of a new exhibition hall. The newspaper  
also refers him to being òdriven away in a blue Rolls Royce,ó so he clearly had 
some spare brass in his back pocket! 
 
Fast forward 60 years and the civic movement may have changed but our 
founding principles have not. Our abiding interests remain the development of 
the city, our built heritage and history and public amenity. So 2025 was a year 
for celebration, a look back to our past achievements but importantly a look 
forward to the future. 

 
One of the Trustõs first acts just a year after it 
was founded was to buy òThe Bear Pitó on  
Cardigan Road for £128. After nearly 60 
years, we finally undertook a comprehensive 
restoration and refurbishment of this Victorian 
relic, providing level access to the site and 
landscaping of the whole site. We had a 
grand opening in the Spring with a òteddy 
bearsõ picnicó during the summer holidays. 
 
We had our busiest ever walks programme ð 
covering everything from shopping centres to 

waterways, we visited Town Halls under restoration (Leeds and Morley) and 
for the 18th year, Dr Kevin Grady delivered a series of fascinating February 
lectures. We even had a 1960s themed bus tour on a vintage bus which,  
remarkably and by complete coincidence still displayed a notice from the 
1970s advertising Leeds Civic Trustõs guided walks! 
 
One of the key activities for our 60th anniversary year was an oral histories 
project. We set out to record for posterity the thoughts of those people who 
have had a close association with the Trust over the decades. Sakshi Sharma 
was employed as an intern to do the research and ask the questions in a series 
of filmed interviews.  

A personal highlight was Peter 
Spawforth revealing how the phrase 
òLeeds Motorway City of the 70só 
came about (a bunch of Leeds City 
Council staff brainstorming what  
slogan they could reproduce on the 
Councilõs franking machine ð no  
marketing professionals involved!)  
Peter is undisputably our longest 
serving member having attended the 
inaugural meeting of the Trust in 
1965. 
 

We showcased these films at an 
event for our members in November 
but will soon be posting all the films 
on our YouTube channel. Watch this 
space. 
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Leeds Civic Trust co-organises the Leeds Architecture Awards and in 2025 we 
launched a special anniversary prize asking members of the public to nominate 
their favourite building constructed in the last 60 years. Nearly 1000 people 
participated in the vote and the winner was the brutalist, Chamberlin, Powell 
and Bon designed Roger Stevens building on the University of Leeds campus.  
 
Heritage Open Days (our busiest ever) provided a backdrop to showcase the 
shortlisted schemes for all the awards using the Leeds 
Corn Exchange basement as an excellent venue for 
this purpose. 
 
We made extensive use of social media during the 
course of the year. We use Facebook, X, Instagram 
and Linked-in, and gained 2681 followers across 
these platforms. Overall, there were more than 1.9 
million views across all of ours social media channels.  
 
We didnõt neglect òtraditionaló media, using our 60th  
anniversary to launch òThe Owl,ó a new twice-yearly 
printed magazine for our membership. 
 
We were keen to capitalise on the additional  
publicity presented by the anniversary to grow our 
membership. We set a target of 60 new individual 
members by the end of the calendar year. A target 
which we almost achieved. We established a new (and 
now growing) under-30s membership category, and 
we had a big push to recruit new corporate members, 
welcoming a couple of dozen new or returning  
members to the fold over the course of the year. 
 
All of this was of course on top of our ònormaló  
activity ð we looked at 151 planning applications  
during the year, wrestled with the news that the West 
Yorkshire Mass Transit scheme was to be delayed 
again and we unveiled five blue plaques. 
 
Finally, our big news ð announced at the end of the 
year ð was our planned move to new premises on York 
Place.  Our current building has served us well, but we 
wanted to find somewhere that was more accessible 
(no stairs!) and a better environment for members,  
supporters and staff.  
 
Subject to agreeing a lease, we expect to move at some point during the year. 
For the moment we are hanging on to our Wharf Street premises (which we 
own.) 
 
So, a very busy and enjoyable year all round. Hereõs to the next 60 years! 
 
 

Martin Hamilton 
Director, Leeds Civic Trust 
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òStronger together than apartó is a phrase that has been resonating around 
my head over the last few turbulent months for the civic movement. The 
phrase isnõt mine. It came from one of our member societies in response to 
a question in our survey: ôWhat do you value most about YHACS?õ 
 
It is heartening to hear that societies value being part of YHACS. I certainly do. 
As Chair of a small society founded less than 15 years ago, I have found  
membership of YHACS key to our growth and the impact we are making in 
Goole. 
 
For me YHACS is not just a formal association but more like a family. Our  
societies come in all shapes and sizes and focus on different aspects of the 
broad range of activities that come under the òcivicó umbrella. We may have 
differing views on our priorities but weõre united by a passion for our places 
and giving our communities a stronger future. 
 
Thereõs so much we can learn from our fellow societies and so many ways we 
can support and inspire each other. Thereõs been a lot of evidence of that in the 
last year, with societies òbuddying upó to share their knowledge and help  
others. The growth in the number of societies involved in Heritage Open Days 
across the region is a great example of this. 
 
I particularly look forward to our quarterly meetings, when we come together 
to enjoy each otherõs company, find out more about other parts of our region 
and share our challenges and successes. Iõm pleased to have seen some new 
faces last year, with attendance at each of our meetings over 50. 

 
This wouldnõt be possible  
without the generosity of our 
host societies. Hull, Addingham 
and York all really pushed the 
boat out last year. We 
learned about maritime  
heritage in a once mighty port, 
ecological co-operation in a 
Dales village and the origins 
and work of York Civic Trust, 
one of our oldest and largest 
societies, with more than 1,000 
members. 
 
 
 

Weõre already planning ahead for 2026 ð with our spring meeting in  
Doncaster in April and the autumn meeting in Goole. Weõre still looking for a 
society for the summer meeting ð perhaps a visit to the coast. Any offers? 
 
Lottery Bid 
For some societies YHACS has been a lifeline. Several have reached out for 
help and advice when finding themselves in difficulties after the loss of key 
committee members. The YHACS committee have helped where we can but are 
aware of our limitations in terms of capacity  and funding. 
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YHACS early birds gather for a morning walk exploring the 

ôSnickelwaysõ before the Autumn Membersõ Meeting in York.  



That is why we embarked on our most ambitious effort last year - the  
submission of our £112,000 National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) bid  
entitled  "Sustaining Heritage Champions". As I write, we still await a decision 
but we expect to hear in the next few weeks. 
 
If successful, we will embark on a programme that includes: 
¶ Rebranding and enhancing the YHACS profile 
¶ Workshops (in person and online) for member societies on a variety of  

topics including succession planning and sustainability, communications 
and media, effective use of AI, and planning and heritage issues. 

¶ One-to-one support for societies experiencing issues with long-term  
sustainability 

¶ Seed-corn funding to help societies organise activities to engage with 
their communities. 

 
However, competition for funding is fierce and there are no guarantees. If 
weõre unsuccessful, weõll have learned a lot about the funding process and the 
needs and priorities of our member societies, which we can take forward into 
other bids. 
 
Artificial Intelligence 
In the past few months, I and others have been getting to grips with generative 
AI. Gill Battarbee (Addingham), Malcolm Gardner (Wetherby), John Clarke 
(YHACS/Goole/Scarborough) and I are collaborating on a workshop to share 
what weõve learned on the morning of the AGM. Iõm sure youõll find it  
illuminating and inspiring but also quite scary when you think how it is set to 
impact on our lives. 
 
John and I have a new car which is equipped with an AI assistant. We took our 
grandchildren for a spin and they were excited that we could give instructions 
by talking to the car (remember Knight Rider?) Unfortunately they got so  
carried away calling out from the backseat that Grandad had to shout for 
them to stop. 
 
At this point our friendly 
AI assistant helpfully 
chipped in with the  
advice: òYou appear to 
be getting overwhelmed. 
It is advisable to keep 
calm in these situations.ó 
 
Well at least the  
grandchildren and I saw 
the funny side! 
 
 
Civic Voice 
After a turbulent few months, Civic Voice is moving forward, initially as a  
voluntary-led organisation but with a mission to restructure and find reliable 
new funding sources to secure its long-term future. 
 
A working group is being formed to provide proposals for a revitalisation of 
the organisation with specific reference to improve governance, restore  
confidence, attract investment and re-establish national authority. 
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Keep calm and drive on. This cartoon was generated using Canva AI.  



A meeting in London and online on 24th January will update members on  
progress and confirm co-options on to the board.  An Extraordinary General 
Meeting is planned for the Spring, after the working group has reported. 
 
Civic Voice trustees Martin Hamilton and Barry Goodchild will brief us at the 
YHACS AGM and answer any questions. Thank you to everyone in YHACS who 
has offered support to Civic Voice because, as we all know, weõre òstronger 
together than apart.ó 
 

Margaret Hicks-Clarke 
YHACS Chair 
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HULL CIVIC SOCIETY 2025 REVIEW 

2025 has been a good year for Hull Civic Society and the following  
summary only scratches the surface of the talks and events that have taken 
place. 
 
In January, Michele Lewis gave us a talk about the òPavement that walked; an 
archaeological mysteryó featured in Februaryõs Newsletter and summarised by 
Susan Heritage, who also takes our committee meeting minutes when possible. 
Please see https://hullcivicsoc.info/newsletters/  
 
Februaryõs talk was given by the Woodcarver to the Palace, O H (Howard) 
Boyd about John òLongitudeó Harrison, which demonstrated how vital  
chronometers were to the safe navigation of ships. 
 
March saw Michele and Alan Beadle visit us to give a very interesting talk  
entitled òGive us a ôVõ (Hull Speedway).ó 
 
And our final evening talk of the season in April after our AGM was given by 
our Chair, John Scotney, about Joseph Hirst, Hullõs first City Architect, which was 
very interesting. Cynthia Fowler was voted on to be our President at our AGM. 
 
We hosted a Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies (YHACS)  
gathering when delegates were given a maritime tour of Hull by Captain John 
Tindall and a buffet at the Sailmakers Arms before talks at Wilberforce House. 
We started a trend with free lunches   -  apparently with Addingham Civic  
Society reciprocating in July and York in November. 
 
We were treated to an excellent visit to Holderness House in May, which  
included a tour and buffet! 
 
Simon Green and Ian Pearson made the journey to Skipton in May for the  
Yorkshire Heritage Summit and manned a table letting passers-by know about 
our Civic Society. 
 
Also in May, members and guests were privileged to have guided tours of the 
recently renovated Maritime Museum - before exhibits were on show. It looks 
amazing.  
 
A constructive meeting was had with representatives of Hornsea Civic Society, at 
the Floral Hall Cafe. 

https://hullcivicsoc.info/newsletters/
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During the year a decision was taken to hold our monthly committee meetings 
at the Holiday Inn Express, generally on the first Tuesday of the month  
between 7 and 9pm; the minutes often being taken by Susan Heritage. Our 
committee has been strengthened this year by the arrival of David Ostler, 
however, Charles Trafford, our Press Officer, stepped down. 
 
Our prestigious Good Marks were 
awarded to PBS Construction for  
restoration of Sculcoates Goods Depot, 
Gamebore for new cladding of their shot
-tower, Giroscope for conversion of St 
Matthewõs church into a community  
centre and CR Reynolds for  
improvements to Middlesex Road. 
 
Three committee members received an 
invitation to visit Flexi Works - Broadway House where we saw a very good 
refurbishment of the property had taken place. Paul Schofield gave an  
enlightening talk to invited guests about Ferensway. 
 
The East Yorkshire Local History Society Book Fair which took place in the 
Heritage Open Days Week gave us an opportunity to meet old friends and 
make new ones many of whom came along to our Guildhall Get Together in 
November. It also gave us a chance to sell some donated books! 
 
Ian Wolstencroft produced the film ôHull Through the Decades,õ available on 
DVD or USB for £15 on our website. It is a marvellous history of our great 
city from the 1960õs to the present day. 
 
A project was started, led by Simon Green, to photograph the Blue, Green 
and other colour plaques in the city, many of which do not feature on the Blue 
Plaque Trail, and these will be made into a leaflet available for distribution. 
It was decided to award Hull Kingston Rovers a Blue Plaque for their  
remarkable achievement of winning all three competitions in 2025 - the 
òTreble.ó 
 
In August, the St Jamesõ Clock in Sutton on Hull, was started to be repaired 
by Terry Hill. We had donated £500 towards this project, and the repairs 
and refurbishment was well completed. What a difference it makes to the 
village! 
 
For our talks and events for 2025/26, we decided to produce cards  
detailing the various activities, which included our new afternoon talks and 
events, held on the third Monday of the month at 2:00pm at various locations 
within the city. Briefly these talks and events included òMy vision for Hulló by 
Councillor Mike Ross and òSt Matthewõs and òWest Park Palace  
Redevelopmentsó by Richard Motley, in October; the prequel film of 
òRenaissance - A Hull Kingston Rovers Storyó by Paul Sewell and a visit to 
Sutton Masonic Hall and talk by Alan Hatfield in November; In December 
John Scotney rounded off the year with òChapels, Charity and Choirs.ó  
 
During the year, Richard Clarke, gave walks and talks around our many 
parks in the city. 
 
At the Monocle cafe - in a newly refurbished building on Ferensway, we met  

Gamebore shot-tower   One of the St Matthew's 

Community Enterprise  
preserved windows   

St Jamesõ Church clock in 

Sutton on Hull  

Sutton Masonic Hall   



Sally Groome from Nation Radio Yorkshire who offered to display our  
upcoming talks and events on their website and this collaboration is successfully 
continuing. 
 
We were asked by Hull Independent Merchant Navy Association if we could  
support their request to the City Council to have the Merchant Navy Memorial, 
behind the Maritime Building, transformed to look more like a shipõs bow moving 
through the water. This led to asking our members and guests to help by taking 
part in a petition which we had installed on our website by Trevor Ellis of Mariner  
Computer Services, to gauge their opinion. Meetings with council staff followed 
and quotes are being sought to have the work completed. We even submitted an 
entry for the YHACS Peter Spawforth Award based on this initiative. 
 
We are very pleased that seven companies have remained as our Corporate  
Members this year, which we regard as a great honour. 
 
We would like to place on record our grateful thanks to Joy, Sarah and Jim at 
Kall Kwik who produce our Newsletters and Programmes and many other  
documents in a most timely, professional fashion. 
 
Most of all, we would like to thank our valued members for their support  
throughout the year. 
 

Ian Pearson 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
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 Dr Kevin Grady will be returning for the 19th year to present four lunchtime  

lectures at Leeds Minster. Starting at 1pm on each Wednesday in February, the 
lectures address the following topics: 
  
Wednesday 4 February: 
ô1626 and All Thatõ: The first Municipal Charter and 400 years of municipal and 
metropolitan government in Leeds. 
  
Wednesday 11 February 
ôThe Ingenious Mr Thoresbyõ: First Historian of Leeds 1658-1725 
  
Wednesday 18 February 
ôThe Greatest Parish Priest of the Nineteenth Centuryõ: Dr Walter Farquhar 
Hook, Vicar of Leeds 1837 -1859 
  
Wednesday 25 February 
ôA City Transformed 1965-2025õ: Leeds Civic Trust and 60 Years of Change in 
Leeds.õ 
  
The lectures are free of charge to attend (we will be taking a collection which 
we split equally between Leeds Civic Trust and the Minster) so please do come 
along if you fancy learning about the history of Leeds 
  

Martin Hamilton 

Director, Leeds Civic Trust 



Thereõs been much debate recently about nationhood and identity.  
 
What does it mean to be British/English/Welsh/Scottish etc? (And if you really 
want to ôlight the blue touch paper, throw in ôEuropeanõ to the mix and see 
where that goes!) How does nationhood affect the way we see ourselves? Does 
being British boil down to just our fondness for drinking tea? 
 
This is not a new debate, of course, but the topic has been brought into sharper 
focus recently by what is happening not only in the UK but elsewhere around 
the world. We might be an island nation but we are not adrift in the middle of 
the Atlantic ð we cannot escape the impact of global events and allegiances ð 
and this is bringing into question whether Britain is more closely tied to Europe 
or the US. 
 
Drill down a bit further though. How does the place where we are born, raised 
and/or live shape our personal sense of who we are? Is our idea of personal 
identity based on our place of birth, or does it shift if we move to a new town 
or city in pursuit of education or employment ð or just because we choose to 
move away (Escape to the Country, anyone?). What happens if we move to  
another country, does our sense of personal identity change as a result of the 
move or do we remain ôloyalõ to the place where we came from? 
 
Well, Identity doesnõt form in a vacuum, or course; itõs a mix of ônature and  
nurtureõ, and very much influenced by the world around us. 
 
¶ Nationality, ethnicity, and cultural traditions 
 

¶ Language, religion, and spirituality 
 

¶   Social norms, political environment, and the values of the society we live in 
 

¶ The places we inhabit, the architectural style, the layout of the places we 
move through 

 

¶ Landscape 
 

¶ The ôthingsõ we cherish 
 

Some of this is directly relatable to the work of Civic Societies which means that 
we are in a good position to help build ôpride in placeõ through our emphasis 
on the built environment and local heritage. 
 
At the end of last year, I was contacted by former Wakefield businessman 
Andy Green. Andy is someone I have known for nearly 20 years and is now a 
co-founder of Grow Social Capital ð a social enterprise based in south Wales 
and east London working to address the challenge of changing levels of social 
capital in society. (Social capital refers to the networks, relationships, and 
norms that facilitate cooperation and trust among individuals and groups. It 
plays an important role in enhancing community engagement, improving  
organisational performance, and fostering personal connections. It can helps to 
build interpersonal relationships, a shared sense of identity, a shared  
understanding, shared norms, shared values, trust, cooperation, and  
reciprocity.) 
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 BUILDING PRIDE IN PLACE... 
YOUR PLACE IN 50 OBJECTS 

 

https://growsocialcapital.org.uk/


Andy wanted to discuss with me whether Civic Societies had a role in helping to 
shape local identity. To me, this was an obvious ôyesõ; the work we do on  
place-making and place-shaping means that we are well placed to facilitate a 
discussion on local identity and to use this a springboard for building pride in 
place. 
 
Andyõs idea was to call on the public to create a list of 50 ôobjectsõ that they 
think best represent the place in which they live ð the things that they are proud 
of and would perhaps list if talking to a friend about why they like their home 
town or city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy is working on a wider project looking at this at national level but wanted 
to see if Wakefield Civic Society might look at doing something for Wakefield ð 
a Wakefield in 50 Objects project? 
 
I shared this suggestion with members of the Societyõs Executive Committee and 
Iõm pleased to say that they rather liked the idea. We are still at the planning 
stage but our approximate timeline is to run a campaign to solicit ideas during 
the spring, to sift and select (probably with a panel made up of Civic Society 
members and representatives from partner organisations) during the summer 
and then to announce the results in the autumn, most likely as part of Heritage 
Open Days. 
 
We see some very positive benefits for the Society in doing this. Not only will be  
create a resource that can be used by all to promote Wakefield to visitors and  
residents alike, but the project will also raise the Societyõs profile and possibly 
attract new members. (In 2025, we ran a very successful architectural  
photography competition which certainly raised our profile and brought in new 
members ð it also gave us a library of photographs that we can use in our  
publications.) 
 
My purpose in sharing this with readers now is to ask whether any other Civic  
Societies in our region would like to run their own õ50 objectsõ project? If so, do 
get in touch ð drop me an email at info@wakefieldcivicsociety.org.uk ð working 
together on the setting up and organisation of such a project could be beneficial 
as we share ideas and solve problems together. 
 
To start with, Iõll send you a more detailed background briefing note and then, if 
you are interested, we can look to set up a Zoom meeting to discuss how we get 
our projects off the ground learning from each otherõs experiences. 
 

 
Kevin Trickett MBE, 

President, Wakefield Civic Society 
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BBC local news recently reported that a mystery painter has been restoring 
heritage street signs in Newark. Then last week the Jeremy Vine show on 
Radio Two also featured this story. 
 
So it is right to spotlight the small team of volunteers who have been doing 
exactly the same thing in Scarborough over the last four summers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The borough has more than 200 historic cast iron street signs. Many of them 
really needed some tender-loving care! 
 
And as far as I know, none have specific preservation orders on them;  
however, some may have a level of protection being located within  
conservation areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The project is coordinated through the Scarborough Civic Society. This is a 
charity dedicated to promoting civic pride in the beauty, history, and  
character of the town. It identified that this was a task where volunteers could 
make a real difference. So the society stepped in to support the  
resource-strapped local authority. 
 
Everyone recognised that each restored sign lifts the area within which it is 
located, (and probably saves them from being carted off and replaced by 
plastic ones!) 
 
So, for those that remain ð and there must have been many more which have 
already been lost ð the group selects those that need work and can be  
accessed safely. Each is then visited up to nine times during the course of its 
restoration ð a labour-intensive process that the council could not hope to  

STREET SIGNS PART OF  
SCARBOROUGHõS CHARACTER 

SPOTLIGHT ON TOWN'S HERITAGE HEROES BY RICHARD MANT 
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complete without these volunteers. 
 
The local authority provides the paint and materials for the work and uses  
specialist contractors for some of the less accessible and more treacherously  
located ones. 
 
To date, well over 150 of these distinctive name plates, many of which date 
back to the Victorian era, have been cleaned, repainted and brought back to 
their former glory by the team. Passers-by regularly stop to encourage the  
volunteers, commending them on their contribution to improving their local area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The volunteers are motivated by pride in their townõs heritage ñ and by the 
wish to ensure that small but important details of local history are not lost. The 
group have additionally been responsible for the restoring of the weather  
station on the harbour. They have also renovated two decorative rowing boats 
òValottaó and òSuzanneó ð one on South Cliff, the other on the roundabout  
adjacent to Lunar Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
òItõs enormously satisfying to see the signs looking as they did a century ago,ó said 
one of the volunteers. òItõs part of Scarboroughõs character ñ and people do  
notice when theyõve been looked after.ó 
 
The group intends to continue the work in the coming years, and to branch out 
onto other projects. 
 
 

Adrian Perry 
 

This story was published in the Scarborough  
News on 18th December 2025. 

 
 

 Society Insight Volume 21, Issue 4  Page 13 



Halifax Civic Trust, in partnership with the Northowram Historical Society 
and with support from the Northowram Scarecrow Committee, proudly  
unveiled a blue plaque commemorating the life and legacy of Rev. Oliver 
Heywood (1630ð1702). 

The blue plaque has been 
installed at Ebenezer  
Cottage (13-19 Towngate,  
Northowram, HX3 7DN), 
where Heywood lived, 
preached, and established 
a meeting house from 1672 
to 1688. The site stands as 
a testament to his enduring 
influence and the flourishing 
of nonconformist worship in 

the region. Chris Toole, who undertook a PhD at the University of Leeds on  
Heywood's life and his significance in the history of religious dissent...stated, 
"It's fitting that Heywood should be commemorated in the village where he lived 
for over fifty years and where he founded a thriving Presbyterian congregation. 
The plaque will ensure Heywood is remembered by locals and visitors alike for a 
long time to come.ó 

Mark Fennelly 
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HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST EVENT IN FEBRUARY 
òVOTES FOR WOMEN IN HALIFAX  -  AND ACROSS YORKSHIREó BY JILL LIDDINGTON 

HALIFAX CIVIC TRUSTõS  
BLUE PLAQUE UNVEILED  

Pictured from L-R: Alan 

Goodrum Chair Halifax 

Civic Trust, Mayoress Linda 

and Mayor Steven Leigh 

MBE, Chris Toole.  
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Halifax Civic Trust Awards have been made since 1992 to encourage  
high-quality design and craftsmanship in schemes in Halifax and the  
surrounding countryside. 
 
Winning projects have included restored mills, the Peopleõs Park, houses, shops 
and warehouses, new schools, medical centres and housing, everything from a 
walled garden to a restored 240-year-old sundial.   
 
Awards are given for high-quality new building, the reuse and restoration of 
old buildings, landscaping or any other work of a high standard which makes a 
significant improvement to the fabric of the town or countryside of Halifax and 
largely carried out or completed in the previous calendar year.  Winners  
receive a certificate and a green plaque. 
 
Recent winners have been the Former Magistrates Court and Police Station, 
Trinity Academy, Duke of Wellingtonõs Regimental Memorial, the former County 
Court converted to 14 much needed supported living apartments and the 
conversion of the former Magistrates Court to a Music Trust and Wellbeing 
Centre.    
 
The new Bus Station met new environmental criteria and was a worthy winner 
of the first Halifax Civic Trust Environmental award. 

Alan Goodrum Chair of Halifax Civic Trust stated that, òThe WYCA should be 
commended on an imaginative design, high standard of workmanship, carbon and 
energy reduction initiatives, inclusive design approach, safe and welcoming asset 
to Halifax.ó 
 
The award in the form of a green plaque at the entrance to the new Bus  
Station was unveiled at a ceremony by the Mayor Cllr Steven Leigh MBE after 
a tour of the new Station with the Chair of Halifax Civic Trust and Phill Jolly, 
the Bus Station Manager.   

Mark Fennelly 
 

Editor  -  Thereõs more about Halifax Bus Station in  
òSociety Insightó Summer 2025, Vol 21 Issue2 p 13 

H  B  S  R  F   
C  T  E  A 

Pictured with the Mayor Cllr Steven Leigh MBE from L-R is Peter Carlill  from the West Yorkshire Combined Authority,  
Phill Jolly the Bus Station Manager  and Alan Goodrum, Chair of Halifax Civic Trust.  



 
 
 

1st December 2025 
Dear Heritage Organisation 
 

Yorkshireõs 5th Heritage Summit ð Barnsley 
Wednesday 25th March 2026 

 
After the success of last yearõs Yorkshire Heritage Summit, The Yorkshire  
Society are well under way with organising 2026õs event which will be held in 
Barnsley at The Civic Theatre in partnership with Barnsley Metropolitan District 
Council and Barnsley Civic Trust. 
 
The event will take place on  
Wednesday 25th March 2026 and  
involve two key elements.  
 
¶ The morning will feature a  

Yorkshire Heritage Symposium, 
running between 10am ð 12 noon in 
the Old Art School of The Civic.  

 
The theme of this yearõs Heritage 
Symposium is Our Yorkshire Heritage, Our Yorkshire Future.  
Presentations and Speakers include: 

 
Barnsley Heritage Action Zones - Tegwen Roberts ð Heritage  
Development Manager ð Wakefield Council 
 
How Yorkshireõs History and Cultural Heritage has made us who we 
are? - Professor Richard Morris - Emeritus Professor of Archaeology,  
University of Huddersfield 
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YORKSHIREõS 5TH HERITAGE SUMMIT  

Editor  
A letter, sent to all Societies in December 2025, is reproduced  

below at the request of Paul Cartwright, Heritage Summit Leader  
for The Yorkshire Society 


